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BIA PRESSBOOK 


Copyright © 1965, Columbia Pictures Corporation. All Rights Reserved 


THE CAST 


Mita Oto neers rte ces ot apace ey oy ie een Michael Callan 
Sergeant Major MacGregor Path caver pee eT a a Lionel Jefries 
apie lity TAB B8CO. ooo. jcceacscinyccsecseserccectss SEPT re aR SR Denholm Elliott 
General, Lockwesd «2.06 ico... A Rok Wilfrid Hyde-White 
SergeantiGlegge se ca ie ee eae Bernard Cribbins 
sate ee |, liga aE. AES MR AM cree nani RTS | Sac Terry-Thomas 
Sylviemlatnelar vas ccreo een en eee Patricia Viterbo 
PGMA. TARM OLB, aes Ba a ee Gabriella Licudi 
CMG PeGmNeE re or a, at ee a ie Laslie Phillips 
Ee WOMEN Oe cn ee toon eta Irene Handl 
Sorgeant Mawel’ os. peies is cassecceceodanseoduagen ae aaa Lee Montague 
OU TO ccc a ee, 2 A ee ee Gwendolyn Watts 
METS lo ROSES Ame Senne ee fay Re tae CaM ah ae James Villiers 
POMP y POURED FS fo dts eer Aordoacoene Tracy Reed 
SMa POA A RT po Mie Yh A IO Miles Malleson 
PTC LONRE TAIN os, saace signe (tors hl ae aes eee ok Peter Bull 
Wei), MERE ae) A. oct 6 tee ce Lance Percival 
PRON cca aacticee ha Rae ee Richard Wattis 
and 
RIDOSEION sok eee ee James Robertson Justice 


THE CREDITS 


Screenplay by Alan Hackney; from a story by Alan Hackney and 
Michael Winner; Directed by Michael Winner; Director of Photog- 
raphy, Geoffrey Unsworth; Music composed and conducted by Laurie 
Johnson; Songs: "I'm With You" and "I'll Be True To You Baby," 

Music by Buddy Bregman, Lyrics by Hal Shaper; Miss Licudi's 
wardrobe by Tony Armstrong; Furs by Molho; Title Designer, Bob 
Godfrey; Production Manager, Ted Wallis; Assistant Director, Peter 
Price; Camera Operator, Alex Thompson; Continuity, Eileen Head; 
Construction Manager, Harry Arbour; Sound Recordists, Wally 
Milner and Ken Cameron; Art Director, Maurice Carte; Editor, 
Bernard Gribble; Produced by Charles H. Schneer; A Charles H. 
Schneer Production; An Ameran Film; A Columbia Pictures Release. 


OFFICIAL BILLING 


COLUMBIA PICTURES Presents 25% 


CHARLES H. SCHNEER Production 35% 


YOU MUST BE JOKING 100% 


starring 


MICHAEL CALLAN 
LIONEL JEFFRIES 50% 
DENHOLM ELLIOTT 
WILFRID HYDE-WHITE 
BERNARD CRIBBINS 
50% 
and special appearances of 

JAMES ROBERTSON JUSTICE 

LESLIE PHILLIPS 50% 


introducing 


Gabriella Licudi = Patricia Viterbo 35% 
and TERRY-THOMAS 50% 


Guest Star 
Screenplay by ALAN HACKNEY 25% 


From a story by 


ALAN HACKNEY and MICHAEL WINNER 
25% 
Produced by CHARLES H. SCHNEER 


Directed by MICHAEL WINNER 25% 
An Ameran Film 15% 
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Ad No. 303—357 Lines—3 Cols. x 83 Inches 


THE STORY 


{Not for Publication) Major Foskett, British Army psychological 
officer who is himself badly in need of psychoanalysis, devises a 48- 
hour "initiative'' test to find a serviceman representative of today's 
complete, quick-thinking soldier. Chosen to take the test, in reality 
a scavenger hunt for various items “representative of the British 
way of life, are Tim Morton, U. S. Air Force lieutenant chiefly in- 
terested in women and horse-racing; Sergeant Major MacGregor, 
kilted disciplinarian from a Highland regiment; Captain Tabasco, 
gentleman-officer who buys whatever he fancies; Staff Sergeant 
Mansfield, professional soldier who uses Army requisition slips in- 
stead of money; and Sergeant Clegg, a complete incompetent. 
Tabasco settles into a swank hotel and uses his friends and the hotel 
staff to collect his trophies while he throws a wild two-day party. 
Aided by girl friend Annabelle Nash, Morton disrupts a library, 
breaks up a newlyweds’ home, wrecks Billingsgate Market, Lloyds 
of London and Wombley Greyhound Stadium, and suffers through 
a number of other incidents; he meets MacGregor almost everywhere 
he goes, including a television studio where they must obtain a lock 
of hair from songstress Sylvie Tarnet. Tabasco returns to the finish 
line, finally, via ambulance, suffering from food poisoning. Mansfield 
arrives by police van, under arrest. MacGregor parachutes in and 
Clegg, finally digging himself out of the maze that was their starting 
point, comes up in time to steal the Highlander's trophies. Morton 
arrives at the finish line in Sylvie Tarnet's chauffeur-driven limousine; 
he not only has al! the trophies, he also has the girl. 

Running Time: 100 Minutes 
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introducing Gabriella Licudl - Patricia Viterbo and TERRY-THOMAS Guest Star 


Screenplay by ALAN HACKNEY - From a story by ALAN HACKNEY and MICHAEL WINNER 
Produced by CHARLES H. SCHNEER - Directed by MICHAEL WINNER - An Ameran Film 
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General Advance 


British press criticism of “ini- 
tiative” tests devised for the 
British soldier were the happy 
origin of the Charles H. Schneer 
production, “You Must Be Jok- 
ing!” now at the ...... Theatre. 
Story of such a test, a 48-hour 
scavenger hunt participated in 
by a group of oddly-assorted 
servicemen, the new Columbia 
Pictures release reportedly is one 
of the zaniest and most hilarious 
comedies to reach the screen. 

Stars, and their roles in the 
film, include: the inimitable 
Terry-Thomas as the British 
Army psychological officer, him- 
self clearly in need of psychiat- 
ric help, who devises a “test” 
which inevitably leads to the dis- 
ruption of London, the British 
Army and various other aspects 
of British life and, finally, to the 
arrest of both Terry-Thomas and 
his complacent commanding offi- 
cer, Wilfrid Hyde-White. 

Taking the test are Michael 
Callan, the exuberant incompe- 
tent train robber but determined 
suitor of “Cat Ballou,” appear- 
ing as an American air force 
lieutenant with an interest in 
girls and horse racing; Lionel 
Jeffries, as a kilted disciplinarian 
of a sergeant from a Highland 
regiment; Denholm Elliott, who 
was the victim in “Nothing But 
the Best,” as a gentleman-officer 
who promptly moves into a lux- 
ury hotel and throws a two-day 
binge, while his friends and the 
hotel staff collect the trophies 
required by Terry-Thomas; and 
Bernard Cribbins, as a complete 
incompetent who never even gets 
started in the test. 


Tracy Reed 


The long-legged beauty who 
played George C. Scott’s “secre- 
tary” in the delightful “Dr. 
Strangelove,” currently may be 
seen as girl friend of another 
military man in Charles H. 
Schneer’s “You Must Be Jok- 
Ng Oi Ro a a i Theatre. 
She is Tracy Reed and in the 
new Columbia Pictures comedy 
she helps British gentleman- 
officer Denholm Elliott take an 
“initiative” test which disrupts 
London and the British Army. 


PULAU OOOO COLAC TES EAU EOLA OOO OVOCTOU OTH OVODN OTA ETEUI ETH TO LION ITNT ETAT TOTNTTTIT TTR N 


(Mat 2A; Still No. 130) Michael Callan goes through an Army "initiative" test 
that involves him in considerable midnight shenanigans in the course of Charles 
H. Schneer's "You Must Be Joking!"" Columbia Pictures release also starring 
Lionel Jeffries, Denholm Elliott, Wilfrid Hyde-White and Bernard Cribbins, with 
Terry-Thomas as guest star. The girl here is Patricia Viterbo, and all Callan 


wants is a lock of her hair. 


A OOOO OOOO OOOOH ATO MA TO TTU TANNA TT 


Terry-Thomas 


The man with the dental gap 
and the tea-strainer mustache, 
Terry-Thomas moved from the 
joyous skulduggery of “The 
Magnificent Men in Their Fly- 
ing Machines” to the modern-day 
hilarity to be found in military 
“initiative” tests. The film is 
Charles H. Schneer’s production, 
“You Must Be Joking!” at the 
neste ets Theatre, and Terry- 
Thomas plays a British Army 
major who devises such a test to 
find the ideal soldier; in 48 
hours, his candidates wreck much 
of London and the British Army 
and both he and his command- 
ing officer find themselves in jail. 

The new comedy stars Michael 
Callan, Lionel Jeffries, Denholm 
Elliott, Wilfrid Hyde-White and 
Bernard Cribbins, with Terry- 
Thomas as guest star. There are 
special appearances by James 
Robertson Justice and Leslie 
Phillips. The Columbia Pictures 
release, an Ameran film, intro- 
duces Gabriella Licudi and Pa- 
tricia Viterbo. Alan Hackney 
penned the screenplay. 


Lionel Jeffries 


One of the _ international 
screen’s most versatile character 
actors, Lionel Jeffries plays one 
of five servicemen taking part 
in a rough-and-tumble comedy, 
Charles H. Schneer’s “You Must 
Be Joking!,” at the ...... Thea- 
tre. In the Columbia Pictures re- 
lease, Jeffries appears as the 
staff sergeant of a Highland 
regiment, a rigid disciplinarian 
in kilts who is not at all averse 
to unabashed chicanery. 

Jeffries accepted star billing 
only four years ago. It is correct 
to say “accepted,” and not “was 
given” because many times be- 
fore he had refused to have his 
name above a film title. “I didn’t 
think I was ready to move up 


and I’m sure that if I had been 
starred earlier I should have 
stunted my career,’ he says. 
“Once you’re up there, you can’t 
accept anything less than a 
major role.” 

“You Must Be Joking” also 
stars Michael Callan, Denholm 
Elliott, Wilfrid Hyde-White and 
Bernard Cribbins, with Terry- 
Thomas as guest star, There are 
special appearances by Jomes 
Robertson Justice and Leslie 
Phillips and the Ameran film in- 
troduces Gabriella Licudi and 
Patricia Viterbo. Alan Hackney 
penned the screenplay from a 
story he had written with Mich- 
ael Winner, who directed the 
Charles H. Schneer production. 


dames Robertson Justice 


James Robertson Justice, one 
of several distinguished stars in 
the Charles H. Schneer produc- 
tion, “You Must Be Joking!” the 
Columbia Pictures comedy at the 
Pee Pe Theatre, cannot simply 
be called an actor; there are too 
many sides to him, too many in- 
terests and occupations. 

Justice is an Honorary Doctor 
of Law, rector of Edinburgh Uni- 
versity, scientist, naturalist, fal- 
coner and ornithologist who can 
converse in Italian, Dutch, 
French, German and Gaelic as 
well as English. And as befits 
such an obviously versatile and 
physically-immense man, he has 
been a school teacher, gold min- 
er, foreign correspondent, lum- 
berjack, photographer,  coal- 
barge mate, racing driver, ice- 
rink manager, policeman and 
truck driver. He also was an 
officer in the Royal Navy. “It is 
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only occasionally that I’m wholly 
an actor,” he says. 

When producer Schneer came 
to cast “You Must Be Joking!” 
the large, portly and bearded 
James Robertson Justice was one 
of the first he chose and Justice 
agreed to fly to London from 
his Scottish home to portray 
an irascible librarian who be- 
comes involved in an Army 
“initiative” test. 

The new comedy stars Michael 
Callan, Lionel Jeffries, Denholm 
Elliott, Wilfrid Hyde-White and 
Bernard Cribbins, with Terry- 
Thomas as guest star. Leslie 
Phillips also makes a special ap- 
pearance and the Ameran film 
introduces Gabriella Licudi and 
Patricia Viterbo. Alan Hackney 
penned the screenplay from a 
story he had written with Mich- 
ael Winner, director of the 
Charles H. Schneer production. 


Denholm Elliott 


Denholm Elliott, co-starred in 
the Charles H. Schneer produc- 
tion, “You Must Be Joking!” the 
Columbia Pictures comedy at 
the Theatre, is one of 
the growing band of commuter- 
actors who are as well known on 
Broadway as in London’s West 
End, or in Hollywood. 

Two years ago, he was in Afri- 
ca filming “Station Six Sahara.” 
Then he returned to London for 
a play; moved on to Broadway 
with “Write Me A Murder;” re- 
turned to London for the film 
“Nothing But The Best;” and 
then trekked to Hollywood for 
“King Rat.” Elliott returned to 
London for “You Must Be Jok- 
ing!” the comedy which related 
the wooly adventures of five 
servicemen involved in an Army 
“Initiative” test. Elliott is one 
of the five, a gentleman-officer 
and gourmet who promptly set- 
tles himself into a plush hotel, 
surrounds himself with beauti- 
ful girls, and demands every 
delicate dish the best chefs can 
produce. The “test” itself is 
taken by the reluctant hotel staff 
while Elliott eats himself into a 
case of food poisoning. 

“You Must Be Joking!” also 
stars Michael Callan, Lionel Jef- 
fries, Wilfrid Hyde-White and 
Bernard Cribbins, with Terry- 
Thomas as guest star. There are 
special appearances by James 
Robertson Justice and _ Leslie 
Phillips and the Columbia Pic- 
tures release, an Ameran film, 
introduces Gabriella Licudi and 
Patricia Viterbo. Alan Hackney 
penned the screenplay from a 
story he had written with Mich- 
ael Winner, the film’s director. 


Historic Locations 


Of the 84 locations chosen for 
producer Charles H. Schneer’s 
“You Must Be Joking,” the Co- 
lumbia Pictures comedy at the 
Ag Ro Theatre, none was more 
impressive than Hatfeld House, 
one of the great historic houses 
of England. The unit filmed in 
the famous maze there and the 
beautiful wooded grounds. 

Hunt scenes were actually 
filmed only a few yards from the 
oak tree where, tradition has it, 
the first Princess Elizabeth was 
sitting when messengers arrived 
from London to announce that 
she was Queen of England. The 
maze, a breath-takingly beauti- 
ful but complicated series of 
hedges where important comedy 
scenes were shot, was laid out 
more than 120 years ago. 

“You Must Be Joking!” stars 
Michael Callan, Lionel Jeffries, 
Denholm Elliott, Wilfrid Hyde- 
White and Bernard Cribbins, 
with Terry-Thomas as guest 
star. There are special appear- 
ances of James Robertson Justice 
and Leslie Phillips and the 
American film introduces Gab- 
riella Licudi and Patricia Viter- 
bo. 
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Michael Callan 


Michael Callan, who was the 
incompetent young cattle-rustler, 
gunman and train robber, but 
oh-so-eager suitor, in “Cat Bal- 
lou,” plays a U. S. Air Force 
lieutenant trying to prove he is 
a  quick-thinking, competent 
soldier in “You Must Be Joking,” 
Charles H. Schneer comedy at 
eee Theatre. Loose in 
London on an “initiative” test 
which is something of a scaven- 
ger hunt, Callan not only man- 
ages to wreck almost everything 
and everybody he meets, but he 
also succeeds in collecting all the 
necessary trophies. 

These include a lock of hair 
from the head of a popular tele- 
vision star, played by lovely 
Patricia Viterbo. Callan not only 
gets the hair and he also gets 
the girl. 

Callan was signed by Columbia 
after his success as a dancer- 
actor in the Broadway produc- 
tion of “West Side Story.” Carl 
Foreman cast him in a principal 
role in “The Victors” and he has 
starred in such other films as 
“The Interns,” “The New In- 
terns” and “Cat Ballou.” 

Born in Philadelphia, Callan 
started singing when he was 11, 
took dancing lessons at 13 and, 
between lessons and_ school, 
helped out in his father’s cafe. 
He worked in Philadelphia night 
clubs as a singer and dancer, 
then went to New York, where 
he appeared in the musical, “The 
Boy Friend.” 

“You Must Be Joking!” also 
stars Lionel Jeffries, Denholm 
Elliott, Wilfrid Hyde-White and 
Bernard Cribbins, with Terry- 
Thomas as guest star. There are 
special appearances of James 
Robertson Justice and Leslie 
Phillips. The Columbia Pictures 
release, an Ameran film, intro- 
duces Gabriella Licudi and Pa- 
tricia Viterbo. Alan Hackney 
penned the screenplay from a 
story he had written with Mich- 
ael Winner, who directed the 
Charles H. Schneer production. 


The Lutine Bell 


The Liberty Bell in Philadel- 
phia is world-famous as a symbol 
of America; the Lutine Bell in 
London is a symbol of the British 
way of life. For this reason, it 
is among the trophies which 
must be collected by a group of 
servicemen in an “initiative” 
test, in the comedy course of 
“You Must Be Joking!”, the 
Charles H. Schneer production 
for Columbia Pictures release at 
the 4pecse 2 Theatre. 

The Lutine Bell is from a ship, 
the Lutine, which sank more than 
100 years ago. It is a part of the 
history of Lloyd’s of London, the 
insurance firm, and is ceremoni- 
ously rung whenever a ship in- 
sured by Lloyd’s is lost at sea. 
In the new comedy, the Lutine 
Bell is successfully stolen by 
Michael Callan, as an American 
lieutenant taking the “test.” 


Tee 


{Mat IB; Still No. 100) Michael Cal- 
lan, as an American air force lieuten- 
ant, is helped in an Army “initiative” 
test by lovely Gabriella Licudi, in the 
Charles H. Schneer production, "You 
Must Be Joking!" The Columbia Pic- 
tures comedy also stars Lionel Jeffries, 
Denholm Elliot, Wilfrid Hyde-White 
and Bernard Cribbins and guest-stars 
Terry-Thomas. 


Teen 


Gabriella Licudi 


A “very correct” English girl 
who helps an American air force 
lieutenant in London with both 
an “initiative” test and a spar- 
kling blonde French songstress, 
is played in “You Must Be Jok- 
ing!” by the very un-British- 
named Gabriella Licudi. Miss 
Licudi, currently to be seen in 
the Charles H. Schneer comedy 
at the Theatre, is of 
Greek-Spanish descent; she was 
born in Casablanca. Gabriella 
speaks fluent Spanish, French, 
Italian and, of course, English. 

Gabriella’s father was a Brit- 
ish naval engineer whose assign- 
ments took him to Gibraltar and 
North Africa. Because he was 
constantly on the move, Gabriel- 
la was educated in convents in 
England, France and Spain. She 
has made England her home only 
since she was fifteen. 

“You Must Be Joking!” stars 
Michael Callan, Lionel Jeffries, 
Denholm Elliott, Wilfrid Hyde- 
White and Bernard Cribbins, 
with Terry-Thomas as_ guest 
star. 


Ad Lib ‘Dancer’ 


Dancer Michael Callan turned 
complete “amateur” in the course 
of the new Charles H. Schneer 
production, “You Must Be Jok- 
ing!”’, at the Theatre. 
As an American air force lieu- 
tenant taking part in an “initia- 
tive” test, Callan must get near 
enough to lovely French singer 
Patricia Viterbo to clip a lock of 
her hair. While she sings, he ad 
libs a dance routine ... on 
television, yet! 
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(Mat 2B; Still No. 84) Competitors in a British Army “initiative” test are, left 
to right, Lionel Jeffries, Denholm Elliott and Michael Callan. It's a scene from 
the Charles H. Schneer production, "You Must Be Joking!", which also stars 
Wilfrid Hyde-White and Bernard Cribbins and quest-stars Terry-Thomas. A 
Columbia Pictures release, the new comedy has special appearances by James 


Robertson Justice and Leslie Phillips. 
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Review 


When a British Army psy- 
chological officer, himself clearly 
in need of psychiatric help, sends 
five oddly-assorted servicemen on 
a wild 48-hour scavenger hunt 
to test their “initiative,” there 
must inevitably be some delight- 
fully mad shenanigans. Which is 
exactly what happens, in joyous 
and continuing profusion, in the 
Charles H. Schneer production, 
“You Must Be Joking!”, new 
Columbia Pictures release at the 
etre tals Theatre. 

Michael Callan plays an Amer- 
ican air force lieutenant whose 
sole interests are women and 
horse-racing, suddenly involved 
in the hare-brained collecting of 
specific symbols of the British 
way of life: a rare rose, an em- 
blem from the hood of an auto- 
mobile, a lock of hair from a pop 
singer’s head . . . Callan, who 
was the incompetent gunman and 
cattle rustler of “Cat Ballou,” 
albeit that lady’s most determ- 
ined suitor, winds up here not 
only with the requisite trophies, 
but with the girl herself. 

Lionel Jeffries plays a kilted 
Highland regiment sergeant, a 
rigid disciplinarian, and Denholm 
Elliott is a gentleman-officer who 
promptly ensconces himself in a 
swank hotel and embarks on a 
two-day party, while using his 
friends and the hotel staff to 
pass the “initiative” test for him. 
Wilfrid Hyde-White, last seen in 
“My Fair Lady,” is the British 
commander who allows Terry- 
Thomas, as his psychological of- 
ficer, to involve him in what can 
only be called a “madness” which 
ends with the near-wrecking of 
London, the British Army and 
their own military careers. 

Callan also is involved with 
the two featured actresses in the 
delightful cast: Gabriella Licudi, 
as the girl who helps him, and 
Patricia Viterbo, the French 
songstress he winds up with. 

Based on a story he wrote with 
Michael Winner, director of “You 
Must Be Joking!”, Alan Hackney 
penned a screenplay which in- 
volves his film’s principals in an 
insane effort to accomplish the 
impossible, 

“You Must Be Joking!” is fun, 
indeed! 


Bernard Gribbins 


The ability to portray a com- 
plete incompetent, a military Sad 
Sack, calls for a considerable 
talent, which is one of the rea- 
sons producer Charles H. Schneer 
chose Bernard Cribbins for the 
role, in “You Must Be Joking!”, 
now at the Theatre. 
Cribbins is an English actor with 
a background of drama school, 
provincial repertory, the London 
stage, television and films. 

In “You Must Be Joking!,” a 
Columbia Pictures release, he 
portrays the dim, forlorn mem- 
ber of a picked group of five 
soldiers chosen to undertake a 
48-hour “initiative” test which 
begins in a maze. Cribbins spends 
his entire 48 hours trying to 
tunnel his way out, always sur- 
facing in a spot which precipi- 
tates him into additional trouble. 

The new comedy also stars 
Michael Callan, Lionel Jeffries, 
Denholm Elliott and Wilfrid 
Hyde-White, with Terry-Thomas 
as guest star. 


Advance Notice 


“You Must Be Joking!” a 
Charles H. Schneer comedy open- 
ig ep SEG: od Theatre, 
stars Michael Callan, Lionel Jef- 
fries, Denholm Elliott, Wilfrid 
Hyde-White, Bernard Cribbins 
with Terry-Thomas as guest 
star. The Columbia Pictures re- 
lease also has special appearanc- 
es by James Robertson Justice 
and Leslie Phillips, and intro- 
duces Gabriella Licudi and Pa- 
tricia Viterbo. Alan Hackney 
penned the screenplay for “You 
Must Be Joking!” from a story 
he wrote with Michael Winner, 
who directed the Ameran film. 
Charles H. Schneer served as 
producer. 
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(Mat 1A; Still No. 71) Denholm Elliott 
is shown above participating in an 
Army "initiative" test, in the course 
of the Charles H. Schneer production, 
"You Must Be Joking!"" An officer 
and gentleman, he throws a days-long 
party in a swank hotel suite, while his 
friends and members of the hotel 
staff take the test for him. The comedy 
is a Columbia Pictures release. 
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Wilfrid Hyde-White 


In Hollywood today, while 
there are a great many English 
actors, there only is one “typi- 
cally English” actor — the re- 
doubtable Wilfrid Hyde-White 
whose appearance in “My Fair 
Lady” was followed by his per- 
formance in Charles H. Schneer’s 
“You Must Be Joking!,” at the 
Theatre. He plays a 
benign British Army general 
who allows the wildly-eccentric 
Terry-Thomas to stage a 48-hour 
“initiative” test to find the ideal 
soldier, and thereby precipitates 
a series of incidents which al- 
most destroy London as well as 
the British Army. 

Hyde-White has been a success 
on the London and New York 
stage and in British and Ameri- 
can motion pictures for a quar- 
ter century. However, for 18 of 
the preceding 20 years, he casu- 
ally reports, he was out of work. 
He is the son of the Canon of 
Gloucester Cathedral. The father 
was mildly put out about his 
son’s strange ambition to become 
an actor, but felt that if his son 
wanted to go to the devil in his 
own way, he had a right to do 
so. In this case the ‘devil’ did 
indeed do ‘right’ by Hyde White. 

“You Must Be Joking!” also 
stars Michael Callan, Lionel Jef- 
fries, Denholm Elliott and Ber- 
nard Cribbins, with Terry-Thom- 
as guest star. 


Patricia Viterbo 


A petite French girl, Patricia 
Viterbo appears in the Charles 
H. Schneer production, “You 
Must Be Joking!”, at the ...... 
Theatre, as one of the symbols of 
the British way of life. The Co- 
lumbia Pictures release, with its 
international comedy cast, is 
built around an Army “initia- 
tive” test; five picked men have 
48 hours to bring together a va- 
riety of specific trophies, includ- 
ing a lock of hair from Miss 
Viterbo’s blonde and_ shapely 
head. 

Mlle, Viterbo has been in films 
just two years and, in that short 
time, she has starred in six 
French features. In “You Must 
Be Joking!” she plays a pop 
television star and she sings two 
new numbers especially com- 
posed and written for her by 
Buddy Bregman and Hal Shaper, 
“l’'m With. You” ‘and “I'll Be 
true to You Baby.” 

“You Must Be Joking!” stars 
Michael Callan, Lionel Jeffries, 
Denholm Elliott, Wilfrid Hyde- 
White and Bernard Cribbins, 
with Terry-Thomas as guest 
star. There are special appear- 
ances by James Robertson Just- 
ice and Leslie Phillips and the 
Columbia Pictures release, an 
Ameran film, also introduces 
Gabriella Licudi. 
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Selling Aids 


TRANSCRIPTIONS 


Radio spot announcements, all open end for local commentator to add theatre 
credits. Order from your Columbia exchange. 


TELOPS 


Information about telops, style and prices, may be obtained by writing direct 
to OO Title Card Co., 247 W. 46th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036. 


NATIONAL FLAG DISPLAYS 


9' x 12' Flag: single face: $80; double face, $145. Badge: 50c; 3 pc. Streamer, 
$21.50; De Luxe Sectional Valance, $2.15 per running foot—minimum length: 
10 feet. Order from your National Screen Service exchange. 
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‘You Must be Joking’ Accessories 


6 SHEET SLIDE 


o°3 SHEEr e- STILL: SETS 

e | SHEET e INSERT CARD 
e 22 x 28 e UTILITY MAT 
° 8 II x 14's e TRAILER 

© 40x 60, 24 x 60 and 24 x 82 DISPLAYS 

e SINGLE WINDOW CARD 


Order All Accessories from National Screen Service 
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SCAVENGER 
HUNT 


Local talent show, radio or television, 
might stage a ‘scavenger hunt" of its 
own, along the lines indicated in "You 
Must be Joking!'"' Objects to be 
brought back should be reasonably 
simple to obtain, of course, or the stunt 
might be worked around the "Our Way 
of Life'' contest suggested here. 
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HUNTING HORN 


In one of the wilder scenes of "You Must Be 
Joking!", Terry-Thomas uses a hunting horn 
to spur on his men while pursuing soldiers 
taking the "initiative" test he has devised. 
A borrowed hunting horn can be useful in 
your campaign: 
¢ Puta ballyman in British officer's 
uniform (a la Terry-Thomas) on a 
truck or in a convertible, blowing 
the horn as he is driven through 
main business, school and shopping 
areas. Signs on vehicle carry the 
message. 
e Use the horn, or horns, in radio 
and television contests for the best 
amateur horn-blowers, or stage a 
horn-blowing contest with Boy 
Scouts, school music classes and 
bands, etc. 


INVITE ARMY! 


Although "You Must Be Joking!" involves a 
British Army “initiative'' test, Michael Callan 
takes part in it as a United States Air Force 
lieutenant. Point is, though, local service 
officers — Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast 
Guard, Marines—should be invited to see 
the film, by cooperating newspaperman, 
radio or television personality who also sets 
up interviews. Do their services have such 
“initiative” tests, or anything like it? What 
have been the results? That sort of thing... 
Go after locally-stationed enlisted men, via 
publicity and advertising in their camp news- 
papers, along the lines of: "See How Ser- 
geants and Officers Carry On in, etc." 


"You Must Be Joking!" involves an Army “initiative” 
test; five servicemen are required to stage what 
amounts to a scavenger hunt, bringing back within 
48 hours six "symbols of the traditional British way 
of life''—these include: 


e A Silver Lady emblem from a 
Rolls Royce. 

e A rose, the Lady Frances Mc- 
Donaugh. 

e An electric rabbit from a ded 
track, 

e A flight of plaster ducks. 

e A lock of hair from a pop singer 
(and her autograph). 

e The Lutine Bell from Lloyd's of 
London. 


It might be possible for these, or similar, objects to 
be lobby-displayed, along with stills from the picture, 
under the cut-line: "Enjoy the British Way of Life— 
See 'You Must Be Joking!’ " 


CUTTS ES Cee 


THE TITLE! 


"You Must Be Joking!" is a title which can 
lend itself to a variety of visual stunts, pro- 
motions and contests. Your own situation 
dictates what can be done; use imagination 
for your contests in newspapers, radio, tele- 
vision and among the merchants in town to 
supplement the following suggestions: 


¢ Radio "joke of the day" contest, 
with deejay reading submitted 
jokes on the air and groaning, "You 
Must Be Joking!" 

¢ Crazy costume contest. 

¢ Photo contest involving weird 
poses, makeup, etc.—gag shots 
which fit under the caption, "You 
Must Be Joking!" 

¢ Talent search for the funniest 
amateur comics in town. 


OFFICERS! 


Terry-Thomas plays a British Army psycho- 
logical officer, himself in need of psychiatry, 
who devises an "initiative" test for soldiers, 
in "You Must Be Joking!" and winds up, with 
his own commanding officer, under arrest. 
There are enough former servicemen — and 
service women!—around to make worth while 

n “Officers | Have Known" contest (or 
forum, on radio and television) keyed to the 
Terry-Thomas portrayal. Ask for anecdotes 
about officers, or arrange for a newspaper 
column on the subject! 


‘OUR WAY 
OF LIFE’ 


What six objects best typify the Ameri- 
can way of life, or your city's way of 
life? Ask the question in a newspaper/ 
radio/television contest, with young- 
ster supplying the answers—and rea- 
sons for their choice—and newsworthy 
VIP's or local servicemen serving as 
your judges. 
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DREAM MENU! 


In "You Must Be Joking!,"' Denholm Elliot 
plays a gentleman-officer who ignores the 
48-hour "initiative'' test completely; he 
moves into a swank hotel and enjoy two days 
everything on the menu, while his friends and 
the hotel staff work to collect the trophies 
called-for in the test. Elliot's gourmandizing 
points the way to an interesting contest, 
worked among servicemen or ex-servicemen 
if you so desire, or with everybody in town. 
Simply ask for the most imaginative two-day 
menus possible; local woman's page editor 
might serve as contest judge, and she could 
also come up with an assortment of recipes. 


LAUGH iT UP! 


Set up an earphone arrangement for ad- 
vance patrons with copy inviting them to 
listen to audience reaction to the picture; 
what they hear is a disc or tape consisting of 
nothing but andience laughter. Same disc or 
tape can be used, once the picture opens, 
from atop your marquee. Record No. 5002B 
(continuous, sponstaneous laughter of a de- 
lighted theatre audience) is available for 
$2.50 from Thomas J. Valentino, Inc., 150 
West 46th Street, N. Y. 36, N. Y. 


MERCHANDISING 


Work with newspaper advertising manager 
or on your own in setting up a co-op adver- 
tising page with merchants around town. 
Top-line reads: '"When You See These Values, 
You'll Say: 'You Must Be Joking!’ '' Same line 
store windows, counter displays, etc. 
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YOU 
MUST 
BE 
JOKING 


2-Col. Mat No. Exploitation 1 
Available at National Screen 


Maze Mat Helps fo Sell 
‘You Must be Joking’ 


Some of the hectic humor of ''You Must be Joking'' stems from the efforts of 


five soldiers taking an army "initiative" test to escape from the giant maze which 


is their starting point. The 2-Col. "maze" mat shown here may be used in your 


promotion on the picture: 


¢ Plant it in local newspapers. 


¢ Print it in heralds, along with full credits, for widespread handout. 


¢ Surprint it on shopping market bags, or use it in a tie-up as a 


locally-printed package-stuffer. 
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PRINTED IN U. S. A. 


Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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www.mediahistoryproject.org 


